April 15, 2005

M. Frits Schlingemann
Director and Regi onal Representative
UNEP Regi onal O fice for Europe

Cc: Elena Kvitsinskaia and Dani ca Val ni cek, UNEP
Capt ai n Norouz Tavana and Ham d Gaffarzadeh, CEP
NGO Wor ki ng Group on the Tehran Conventi on

Enc.: Russian translation of letter
Dear M. Schlingemann:

We, the undersigned environnmental NGOs, request that during the
April 20'" neeting in Geneva the United Nations Environnent
Progranme advi ses the Parties to the Tehran Convention to
reconsi der the decision to create an NGO participation
accreditation process. Recognizing UNEP's position as the
worl d’ s | eadi ng environnmental organi zation, and under st andi ng
the fragility of the Caspian basin’s environnment, we request
that UNEP advise the Parties that the draft Rules of Procedure
be revised in accordance with the nost progressive environnental
| egi sl ation. The principles governing the Tehran Conventi on
nmust be at | east as conprehensive as those governing the Aarhus
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in
Deci si on-maki ng and Access to Justice in Environnental Matters.

These principles are outlined in Sections IV (Notification), V
(Cbservers), and VI (Presence of the Public) of the Annex to the
Rul es of Procedure of the Aarhus Conventi on.

Section IV (Notification) states: “The secretari at
shall...provide notification in the official |anguages of the
Meeting of any neeting, including information on the date and
venue, at |east six weeks before it is due to take place
to..e) Relevant non-governnmental organi zations, qualified or
having an interest in the fields to which the Convention

rel ates, that have requested to be so notified; and f) Any
menber of the public that has requested to be so notified.”

Section V (Qoservers) states: “Representatives of any of the
organi zations referred to in rule 5, paragraph 2 (e), shal
be entitled to participate in the proceedi ngs of any neeting
governed by these rules, unless one third of the Parties
present at that neeting objects to the participation of
representatives of that organi zation.”

Section VI (Presence of the Public) states: “The neetings of
the Parties shall be open to nenbers of the public, unless
the Meeting of the Parties, in exceptional circunstances,



deci des otherw se especially to protect the confidentiality
of information pursuant to the Convention.”

An accreditation process, rather than strengthening denocracy
and guarant eei ng public participation in decision-making, risks
limting diverse and val uable input into the devel opnment of the
Convention whil e sinultaneously strengthening corrupt and non-
transparent practices already prevalent in the Caspian region.
The Tehran Convention has the potential to substantially inprove
the quality of environnental protection and regi onal cooperation
in the Caspian region. W urge you to encourage the Parties to
the Convention to denonstrate their commtnent to denocratic
princi ples and globally recogni zed | egal standards by enpl oyi ng
t he Aarhus Convention in the Rules of Procedure for the Tehran
Conventi on.

We | ook forward to hearing from you.

1. Andrey Aranbaev, International Socio-Ecol ogical Union
(Ashgabat, Turkneni st an)

2. Azer Garaev, Azerbaijan Society for the Protection of
Wl dlife (Baku, Azerbaijan)

3. Vitalii Gorokhov, EcoJduris (Mscow, Russia)

4. Farida Quseinova, G een Mywvenent of Azerbaijan (Baku

Azer bai j an)

Andr ey Zatoka, International Socio-Ecol ogical Union

(Dashkhovus, Turkneni st an)

. Samr |saev, Ecolex (Baku, Azerbaijan)

Gal i na Kozl ova, Ecograph (Baku, Azerbaijan)

. G orgi Konmakhidze (Batum , Georgia)

. Vadi m Nee, LEEP (Al maty, Kazakhst an)

0. El ena Sangi na (Astrakhan, Russia)

1. El chin Sultanov, Azerbaijan O nithol ogi cal Association

(Baku, Azerbaijan)

o

12. Kate Watters on behal f of Crude Accountability
(Al exandria, Virginia, USA)

13. A ga Yakovl eva, Yuriks (Mscow, Russia)

14. Sergey Sol yani k on behal f of G een Salvation (A maty,
Kazakhst an)

15. Shynar |ztel eyova, EcCoTAN (Atyrau, Kazakhst an)

16. Askhat Kayunov, Ecological Center "Dront", (N zhny
Novgor od, Russi a)

17. Lyubov Konst anti nova Sokol ova, Kol sk Regi ona
Associ ation "For Safe Drinking Water and Food" (Murmansk,
Russi a)

18. Gal i na Chernova, Center "d obus" (Atyrau, Kazakhstan)

19. Mari na Ri khvanova, Bai kal Environnental Wave and
I nt ernati onal Soci o-Ecol ogi cal Union (Irkutsk, Russia)

20. A. V. Yabl okov, Center for Environnental Policies
(Moscow, Russi a)

21. VI adi m r Lagutov, G een Don (Novocherkask, Russia)

22. VI adi mr Afonin, Conmunity Environnmental Fund "Caspi an”

(Al maty, Kazakhst an)



23. Yuri Valuev, Piligrim(Baku, Azerbaijan)

24. | gor Khadzhanberdi ev, Suvakun Begal i ev, and Rustam
Tukhvat shun, Advi sors for the NGO network "Water and
Pol I ution" (Kyrgyzstan)

25. Al exander Vesel ov, Associ ati on of
Lawyer s/ Envi ronnental i sts of Russia
26. Andrei Laletin, Friends of Siberian Forests

(Krasnoyar sk, Russi a)



